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A c c e s s i o n 1978/164 


There i s a t r a d i t i o n of shoemaking i n the A l l i n s o n f a m i l y A S 

f a r back as the 1820's, when John A l l i n s o n was a shoemaker i n 

Knaresborough, Y o r k s h i r e . H i s son, A l f r e d , worked as a t r a v e l l i n g 

saleman f o r the f i r m of W i l l i s  ̂ of Worcester before d e c i d i n g t o 

enter the shoe manufacturing trade h i m s e l f . Mr. W i l l i s gave A l f r e d 

A l l i n s o n some of the c a p i t a l t o form a business and the l a d i e s shoe 

f a c t o r y of Edward Haynes i n S t . G i l e s 1 Terrace, Northampton was 

purchased. The f i r m of A l l i n s o n & Co., w i t h Mr. W i l l i s A S the 

s l e e p i n g p a r t n e r , was then formed i n 1880. 


Both l a d i e s and men's shoes were manufactured by A l l i n s o n & 

Co., who l a t e r moved i n t o new premises i n E a r l S t r e e t , which were 

extended d u r i n g the 1930'S. A L i m i t e d Company, G.P. Beck & Co. 

L t d . , was formed i n 1914 f o r the r e t a i l i n g of A l l i n s o n ' s shoes. 

A shop was opened i n Hove, Sussex i n 1914 and one i n Cornmarket 

S t r e e t , Oxford i n 1922. The Hove shop was s o l d i n 1934. 


A l f r e d A l l i n s o n 1 s son, Mr. G.F. A l l i n s o n , took over the b u s i 
ness from h i s f a t h e r and bacame the President of Northampton Town 

Boot M a n u f a c t u r e r s A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1932. 


In 1948, Mr. J.G. A l l i n s o n and i n c.1950 h i s c o u s i n , Mr. G. 

A l l i n s o n , became p a r t n e r s i n A l l i n s o n & Co. w i t h Mr. G.F. A l l i n s o n 

remaining as c o n s u l t a n t . Today the business manufactures h i g h 

q u a l i t y men's and women4s walk i n g and sports footwear. 
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A l l l n s o n & Co. 

(The records are r e t a i n e d by A l l i n s o n & Co.) 

S e c t i o n A 
-Minute Books 

1 Minute Book:
Of G.P. Beck & Co. L t d .  ( s 

 1914-1978 
t m ^ u s e  ) 

S e c t i o n B 

1

Correspondence 
 L e t t e r Book:

Pe r s o n a l and business l e t t e r s
A l l i n s o n . 

 of Mr. A. 
 1881-1909 

S e c t i o n C 
Accounts 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Purchase Book:
Of G.P. Beck & Co. L t d . , Oxford. 
T r a v e l l i n g Salesman !s Order Notebooks:
Customers orders c o l l e c t e d by Mr. A. A l l i n s o n .
T r a v e l l i n g Salemanfs Orders and Accounts
Notebooks:
An account of orders and money c o l l e c t e d from
customers. .
Two l e t t e r s c o n t a i n i n g orders f o r a s e l e c t i o n
of l a d i e s shoes. 

 1924-1928 

 a) 1879 
 b)1909 

 a)1873-78 
 bj1882-83 

 c)1882-83 
 d)1886-88 

 Sept 1938 

5 Bank Book:
Of A l l i n s o n & Co. w i t h the Northants Union 
Bank. 

 1879-1881 

6 

7 

8 

9 

B i l l s of Sale Payable and Re c e i v e a b l e Books

R e c e i p t s and Payments Books

Cash Book: x

Of G.P. Beck & Co. L t d . , Oxford 
Shoe Costings Book

 a)1899-1904 
b)1903-1 909 

 a)1921-24 
b)1915-21 

 1936-43 

 1896 



N O R T H A M P T O N S H I R E R E C O R D O F F I C E 

A l l l n a o n & Oo. 


(cont.) 


S e c t i o n C (cont.) 


Accounts (cont.) 


10 Army Boots Costings Sheets


11 Boots and Shoes Costings Sheets


12 Summary and A n a l y s i s Book


13 Wages Book


14 Customers Names and Addresses Notebook


15 Stock Books


16 Stock Card sent t o customers


S e c t i o n D 


Photographs 


1 Mr. C P . A l l i n s o n and others w i t h The Duke

and Duchess of York at the opening of 

Northampton C o l l e g e of Technology. 


2 Shoe mounted on a b l o c k presented t o K i n g

George V and Queen Mary by the Boot and Shoe 

Industry of Northampton. 


3 Extensions t o A l l i n s o n & Co.'s f a c t o r y , E a r l
S t r e e t . 

i 


 1914-18 


 1916,1918 


 1890-1915 


 1902-1904 


 c.1890 


 a)1889-1920 

h)1920-1952 


 1930's 


 17th. Nov 1932 


 6 t h . May 1935 


 1936 


4 F o l d e r of f a m i l y and miscellaneous photographs
and c u t t i n g s . 



1
2
3

S e c t i o n E 
Catalogues and P r i c e

 Showcards
 Instock P r i c e L i s t
 P r i c e L i s t

 L i s t s 
 c.1915-20, 1950's 

 1930's 
 1 9 3 3 
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A l l i n s o n & Co. 
(cont.) 

4
5

6

S e c t i o n E (cont.) 
Catalogues and P r i c e L i s t s 

 L i s t of Shoes i n Stock
 Shoe Catalogue
 "Osoeasi" Shoe Catalogue

1

2
3

4
5
6
7

S e c t i o n F 
Magazines and Newspapers 

 A r t i c l e on the business i n Northampton D a i l y
C h r o n i c l e . 

 A r t i c l e on the business i n Shoe & Leather News.
 Shoe & Leather Record
 Shoe & Leather News
 Northampton Independent
 A r t i c l e " 6 0 Years of Progress" of A l l i n s o n & Co.
 A r t i c l e i n C h r o n i c l e & Echo  Mr. G-.F. A l l i n s o n

r e c e i v e s OBE. 
* 

1

2

3
4

5

S e c t i o n G 
Brochures 

 Brochure on Northampton F e s t i v a l Trades E x h i b i 
t i o n . 

 Brochure on "Youth and a Job", about a ca r e e r
i n shoe manufacture. 

 Booklet "Shoemaking a Career".
 Supplement produced f o r Queen E l i z a b e t h I I ' s

v i s i t t o Church & Co. L t d . , Northampton. 
 ^Booklet "The H i s t o r y of the Boot Manufacturers

A s s o c i a t i o n " . 

 1 9 3 8 


 1 9 3 0 ' s 


 1 9 3 0 


 1 9 3 0 


 June 1 9 3 2 


 1 9 2 9 , 1 9 3 6 , 1 9 4 0 


 1 9 4 6 


 1 9 4 9 


 1 9 4 6 


 1 9 5 3 


 1 9 3 0 


 1 9 3 0 ' s 


 1 9 4 5 


 1 9 6 5 


 1 9 2 9 
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A l l i n s o n & Co. 


(cont.) 


S e c t i o n H 
Miscellaneous 

1 Copies of A r b i t r a t i o n i n The Boot and Shoe
Trade, N a t i o n a l Awards and D e c i s i o n s . 

2 L i s t of Pr o d u c t i o n L e v e l s at A l l i n s o n & Co.
C l i c k i n g Statement f o r Women and G i r l s3 a p p l i c a b l e t o a l l shoe f a c t o r i e s i n Northampton. 
I n v i t a t i o n t o The Mayor's Lunch f o r Mr. C.G.B.4 
 A l l i n s o n . 


L e t t e r to A l l i n s o n & Co. from a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
5 of The Duchess of York - request f o r a p a i r of 

shoes. 


6 	 Buyers Guide t o the L e i c e s t e r Boot Manufactu
r e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n . 


7 	 War Emergency Regu l a t i o n s f o r the Employment of

Female Labour. 


8 	 A r t i c l e about the 75th. A n n i v e r s a r y of the

Boot Manufacturer's A s s o c i a t i o n . 


9 	 A d v e r t i s i n g card of G.P. Beck & Co. L t d . , 

Hove. 


*Records donated t o t h e R e c o r d O f f i c e , 


 Aug 1892-Dec 1896 


 1913-14 


 1924 


 1932 


 11th. June 1932 


 Oct 1936 


 1941 


 1954 


A p r i l , 1978. 
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Accession 1984/39 


ALL B I S ON & CO 


NORTHAMPTON 


O u t - l e t t e r book 1881 
(1005 PP., pp. 1 - 680, 993 - 1002 to 
only c o n t a i n copy l e t t e r s ) 1909 

(very f r a g i l e - stored as ML 4049) 


